




 
 

County Government 
 
Based on the priorities established by the County Executive and with the support of the 
Erie County Legislature, Erie County government has placed a major emphasis on 
developing the business of cultural tourism in Erie County and the Buffalo-Niagara 
Region. The Erie County Office of Arts, Culture and Tourism (ACT) was established in 
2001 and functions within the Erie County Planning Division. Its primary task is to guide 
and provide oversight regarding Erie County’s approximate $9 million annual investment 
in many of its most significant cultural resources.  

The Planning Division administers the Erie County Community Development Block 
Grant, and HOME Investment Partnership Consortiums. These comprise thirty-four and 
thirty-seven communities respectively in the County that have banded together to 
receive federal funds. These monies are used for a variety of community planning/ 
improvements, housing rehabilitation activities, and economic development programs. 

The County’s Office of Economic Development (OED) is charged with implementing 
the County’s goal to develop 500 acres of industrial land in five years. The OED 
brownfield services works with municipalities and developers, providing technical and 
financial support, and facilitation services among environmental agencies and the 
project's redevelopment team to develop shovel ready properties. To encourage smart 
growth, OED also provides technical assistance and financing for economic 
development planning studies. 

 

State Government 
 
Agencies/Departments of Relevance 
 
New York State Historic Preservation Office 
 
In New York the State Historic Preservation Office (located in the NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Preservation) coordinates the Certified Local Government 
(CLG) Program. Established by a 1980 amendment to the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, the CLG Program is a nationwide initiative that directly links communities’ 
preservation goals to state and federal preservation programs. This program assists in:  
 

• technical preservation and legal assistance,  
• fostering appropriate planning and development,  
• awarding grant money designated for CLG projects 
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Laws and Regulations Impacting Land Use 
 
Empire Zones  
 
Each of these programs are under jurisdiction of the Empire State Development 
Corporation (ESDC) and are administered at the local level through the Buffalo 
Economic Renaissance Corporation (BERC). 
 
New York’s Empire Zone program was created to catalyze economic development and 
job creation in designated areas across the state. Within Buffalo, several areas are 
designated Empire Zones. Currently the Richardson Complex is not in an Empire Zone, 
though it is possible through a boundary revision to designate it as such.  The support of 
City government would be essential to effecting a boundary revision.      
 
The Empire Zone program offers virtually tax-free operation for the first 10 years, with 
some benefits continuing through years 11-15.  Some benefits are available without 
meeting an employment test requirement certification, and others are stipulated upon 
certification.   There is considerable overlap with the Renewal Community zones 
(described below), and companies may receive benefits from both programs. More 
information can be found at www.empire.state.ny.us or 
www.berc.org/incentiveprograms.php . 
 
The following information regarding benefits which the Empire Zone program offers is 
from the BERC website:  

Zone Incentives 
Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises (QEZEs) are eligible for sales tax exemption, 
real property and business tax credits for businesses locating and expanding in 
such zones. The purpose of the Empire Zones Program is to give companies 
increasing their employment the opportunity to operate on an almost "tax-free" 
basis for up to 10 years in designated areas of the State, with additional savings 
available on a declining basis in years 11 through 15. 

QEZE Sales Tax Exemptions 
Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises (QEZEs) are granted a 10-year exemption 
from State sales tax on purchases of goods and services (including utility services 
and owned vehicles) used predominantly in such zones (effective March 1, 2001). 

QEZE Credit for Real Property Taxes 
Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises are allowed a refundable credit against their 
business tax equal to a percentage of real property taxes paid based upon 
increased employment in the zone (effective for taxable years beginning on or 
after January 1, 2001). 

Real Property Tax Abatement 
Empire Zones may offer tax abatements from an increased assessment, with the 
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abatement value based on improvements to real property for up to 10 years. This 
holds true for up to seven years at 100%, decreasing over the last three years of 
the exemption. 

QEZE Tax Reduction Credit 
Qualified Empire Zone Enterprises are allowed a credit against their tax equal to a 
percentage of taxes attributable to the zone enterprise (effective taxable years 
beginning on or after January 1, 2001). 

Wage Tax Credit (WTC) 
Credit is available for up to five consecutive years for companies hiring full-time 
employees in newly created jobs. This credit equals $1,500 per year for new hires. 
For new hires from targeted special groups, the credit is $3,000 per year, effective 
1/1/01. 

EZ Investment Tax and Employment Incentives Credit (ITC-EIC) 
Businesses that create new jobs and make new investments in production, 
property and equipment may qualify for tax credits of up to 19% of the company's 
eligible investment. 

New Business Refund 
Businesses new to New York State are entitled to a 50% cash refund of unused 
EZ-WTC and ITC amounts. Other businesses may carry forward unused credits 
indefinitely. 

Utility Rate Savings 
Special reduced electric and gas rates may be available through investor-owned 
utilities in New York State. Businesses that locate or expand their operations in an 
EZ may receive significantly reduced utility rates. 

Zone Capital Credit 
A 25% tax credit against personal or corporate income taxes is available for 
contributing or purchasing shares in a zone capital corporation; or for a direct 
equity investment in a certified zone business; or for contributions to approved 
community development projects within an EZ. 

 
Regionally Significant Projects (RSP) 
 
Another crucial incentive program offered by New York State is certification as a 
regionally significant project.  Such projects would apply for such designation through a 
joint qualification process involving sponsorship at the local level (the City and BERC) 
and certification at the state level through ESDC.  
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There are currently three defined categories of eligible enterprises, and a fourth “other” 
category which is currently not finalized, but is expected to be geared towards hospitality 
and tourism.  

The following are the minimum statewide criteria necessary to be eligible for regionally 
significant project status (as taken from ESDC website):  

1. Manufacturers creating 50 or more net new jobs to NYS.  

A manufacturer is defined as a taxpayer which during the taxable year is 
principally engaged in the production of goods by manufacturing, processing, 
assembling, refining, mining, extracting, farming, agriculture, horticulture, 
floriculture, viticulture, or commercial fishing or a business engaged in 
emerging technologies pursuant to section 3102-e of the Public Authorities law.  

2. Agri-business, high tech or biotech business making a minimum capital investment 
of $10 million and creating twenty or more jobs. 
 
3. Financial or insurance services or distribution center creating 300 or more jobs. 

4. Other (possibly geared toward hospitality and tourism). 

 
New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 
 
New York's State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) helps communities identify, 
evaluate, preserve and revitalize their historic, archeological and cultural resources. The 
SHPO administers programs authorized by both the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 and the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980.These programs, 
including the Statewide Historic Resources Survey, the New York State and National 
Registers of Historic Places, the federal historic rehabilitation tax credit, the Certified 
Local Government program, the state historic preservation grants program, state and 
federal environmental review, and a wide range of technical assistance, are provided 
through a network of teams assigned to territories across the state. 
 
One of those programs administered through the state gives owners of properties listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places possible eligibility for a 20% federal income tax 
credit for the substantial rehabilitation of historic properties. The final dollar amount is 
based on the cost of the rehabilitation; in effect, 20% of the rehab costs will be borne by 
the federal government. The work performed (both interior and exterior) must meet the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and be approved by the National 
Park Service. 
 

 
Federal Government 
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Laws and Regulations Impacting Land Use  
 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966  

Section 106 requires federal agencies to review the effect their actions may have on 
heritage resources that are listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places. Review procedures followed are referred to as “the Section 106 process” and are 
set out in the regulations issued by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(36CF800). The regulations emphasize the need for consultation between the federal 
agency undertaking the action and the state historic preservation officer. The process is 
designed to identify historic properties that are eligible for listing on the National 
Register and reduce damage to these sites. Section 106 procedures may also apply to non-
federal (i.e., private) undertakings that are licensed or permitted by a federal agency.   

 
 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentive Program 
 
Since 1976, the National Park Service has administered the Federal Historic Preservation 
Tax Incentive program in partnership with the Internal Revenue Service and with State 
Historic Preservation Officers. The Preservation Tax Incentives reward private 
investment in rehabilitating historic properties such as offices, rental housing, and retail 
stores. Current tax incentives for preservation, established by the Tax Reform Act of 
1986 (PL 99-514; Internal Revenue Code Section 47 [formerly Section 48(g)]) include a 
20% tax credit for the certified rehabilitation of certified historic structures. For both 
credits, the rehabilitation must be a substantial one and must involve a depreciable 
building.  
 
 
Buffalo Lackawanna Renewal Community (RC) 
 
The Richardson Complex site and virtually all of the area surrounding it to the west of 
Elmwood Avenue is a federally designated Renewal Community.  This designation 
provides Federal Tax Incentives which are designed to catalyze businesses to locate or 
expand their operations within the Zone and additionally provides benefits based on 
employment thresholds of at least 35% of employees residing in the renewal zone.  Each 
of the benefits listed will remain in effect until December 31, 2009 at which point the 
zone designation would need to be renewed.  
 
The incentives include:  
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 Credit against Federal Taxes up to $1,500 for each employee who lives in the 
RC.  This credit is renewable each year and is eligible for every new and existing 
employee who lives within the zone.   

 
 Increased Depreciation Deduction for machinery and equipment. This credit 

enables a business to as much as $35,000 credit against property such as 
equipment and machinery as an increased Section 179 deduction.  

  
 Accelerated Depreciation for revitalization expenses. An annual allocation of 

up to $10 million is made available towards a deduction of either one-half of 
qualified revitalization expenditures for the first year a building is put into 
service, or all qualified revitalization expenditures for 10 years if qualified 
revitalization expenditures have been allocated to revitalization of a commercial 
building located within a renewal community zone. 

 
 Zero percent capital gains rate for business assets.  This benefit is available to 

Renewal Community Businesses (which requires qualification) and provides an 
exclusion from gross income of qualified capital gain from the sale or exchange 
of an asset.  

 
 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to integrate 
environmental values into their decision making processes by considering the 
environmental impacts of their proposed actions and reasonable alternatives to those 
actions. The Act establishes national environmental policy and goals for the protection, 
maintenance, and enhancement of the environment, and it provides a process for 
implementing these goals.  The Act also establishes the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ).  To meet this requirement, federal agencies prepare a detailed statement 
known as an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). EPA reviews and comments on 
EISs prepared by other federal agencies, maintains a national filing system for all EISs, 
and assures that its own actions comply with NEPA. 
 
Niagara Power Project 
 
The federal government approved a new 50 year license for the Niagara Power Project.  
This will affect Erie and Niagara counties starting Fall 2007.  The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission approved the relicensing deal unanimously.  The relicensing 
deal will mean $279 million for Erie Canal Harbor Development Corporation and $3 
million a year for recreational projects pertinent to the Niagara River Greenway Plan 
(www.niagaragreenway.org). 
 
As it relates to the Richardson redevelopment, the relicensing of the Niagara Power 
Project ensures the continuation of an allotment of power known as replacement power. 
To be eligible, a business must be located within a 30 mile radius of the Niagara Power 
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Project (which the Richardson site is), and must be creating additional jobs either through 
expanding existing operations or establishing a new operation.  Low-cost power 
allocations may not be used to simply replace existing power load.  The availability of 
this low-cost power helps to keep local businesses economically competitive with other 
markets and could help make the Richardson site an attractive option for certain types of 
eligible businesses.  
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ULI Briefing Book                             H.H. Richardson Complex, Buffalo, NY 
 
 

Private Sector Involvement 
 
 
Neighborhood Organizations 
 
Buffalo has a very active network of local block clubs and community organizations 
which reflect the diversity and interests of their members. They share a common goal of 
improving the quality of life in their neighborhoods.  
 
The Study Area’s neighborhood clubs are too numerous to mention all but a few. A few 
of the more significant clubs in the study area are: Allentown Association, Linwood 
Preservation District and Friends, Parkside Community Association, and some of the 
more active clubs in the area immediately adjacent to the HHR Complex are: Richardson 
Towers Community Association, Richmond Neighborhood Community Association, 
West Hertel Community Action, Grant-Amherst Block Watchers, Dearborn Street Block 
Club, Baynes Block Club, and the Forest District Civic Association.  
 
The Study Area also encompasses a large number of church organizations. Buffalo’s 
Network of Religious Communities provides a forum for cooperative ventures between 
religious communities and represents eighteen religious denominations and twelve 
religious organizations in Western New York. 

 
 
Community Development Associations 
 
Buffalo also has many community development associations. The major organizations 
that intersect the Study Area are: 
 

Good Neighbors’ Planning Alliance (GNPA) 
 
A neighborhood-based planning initiative that functions as part of the City of 
Buffalo’s ongoing Comprehensive Plan efforts.  It seeks to involve citizens in the 
creation of Community-Based Action Plans.  
 
The Good Neighbors’ Planning Alliance is also a community building process, 
whereby community members have an official voice in determining the future 
direction of their own neighborhoods.  It builds off of past planning and visioning 
efforts, including the Mayor’s Neighborhood Summits, the vision for tomorrow 
process, and other citizen participation efforts.  
 
The four GNPA Planning Communities in the Study Area are: Elmwood, West 
Side, North Buffalo, and Black Rock/Riverside. 
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New Millennium Group 
www.nmgonline.org 
 
The New Millennium Group of Western New York, Inc. is a non-political, non-
profit, all volunteer, community benefit organization with over 500 members 
arrayed into action groups that tackle specific projects with the goal of fostering a 
renaissance in Western New York. 

 

Buffalo Community Center Collaborative 
The Buffalo Community Center Collaborative is an association of Human 
Services agencies committed to developing initiatives, programs, financial 
support, and advocacy, as a collaborative to improve services and opportunities 
for communities throughout the City of Buffalo. The Study Area encompasses the 
North Buffalo Community Development Corporation and the West Side 
Community Services chapters of this organization. 

 
A few more localized and active association groups within the Study Area 
include:  the Grant Ferry Association, the Elmwood Village Association, 
International Market 
Place, and the Forest District Civic Association.   

 
 
Business Associations  

 
Buffalo Niagara Partnership (BNP)   
www.thepartnership.org 
 
The Buffalo Niagara Partnership represents member firms in a marketplace 
covering eight Western New York counties and the Niagara Peninsula of Ontario. 
The Partnership offers its members products and services to help them save 
money and increase revenue. It also advocates for an improved business climate 
in the region. Membership also provides an opportunity for businesses and 
individuals to become actively involved in specific issues and initiatives designed 
to make Buffalo Niagara a more attractive region for job growth and new business 
investment. 
 
Buffalo Niagara Enterprise (BNE)   
www.buffaloniagara.org 
 
Buffalo Niagara Enterprise is an affiliate organization of the Buffalo Niagara 
Partnership and markets the Buffalo Niagara region. As a regional organization, 
BNE provides comprehensive economic development assistance to new and 
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existing companies in the eight counties of Western New York, including 
everything from demographic information to tax incentives to site identification.  

 
Buffalo Niagara Enterprise is a nonprofit, private business development and 
regional marketing organization launched in 1999 by the local business 
community, dedicated to attracting capital investment and jobs to the region of 
Buffalo Niagara.  
 
Buffalo Niagara Convention and Visitors Bureau   
www.buffalocvb.org 
 

The Buffalo Niagara Convention & Visitors Bureau, as the marketing leader of 
the hospitality industry, promotes our region worldwide as a convention, tourism, 
leisure and business destination for the economic benefit of the community. 

 
 A few more localized association groups within the Study Area include:  

Hertel-North Buffalo Business Association, Riverside Business Association, and 
the West Side Business and Taxpayers Association. 

 
 
Historic and Cultural Interest Groups 
 

Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier   
www.landmark-niagara.org 

The Landmark Society of the Niagara Frontier is a public not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to enhancing the appreciation of the built and natural 
landmarks in the Niagara Region through education and advocacy. The Landmark 
Society has a permanent seat on the Buffalo Preservation Board, forming a 
working partnership of advocates committed to preserve and protect the historic 
fabric of Buffalo. With a membership of approximately 250, it encompasses a 
geographic area encompassing eight counties in Western New York. 

Preservation Coalition of Erie County 
http://preserve.bfn.org 
 
The Preservation Coalition of Erie County is a non-profit organization which 
encourages, assists and promotes the preservation, protection and restoration of 
historic structures in Erie County, including architecturally significant buildings, 
neighborhoods, parks, and vistas, for the cultural, physical, and economic benefit 
of the residents of Erie County and visitors. 
 
Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy 
www.buffaloolmstedparks.org 
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The Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy is a not-for-profit, membership-based, 
community organization. Beginning as the Friends of the Olmsted Parks in 1978, 
it entered a public/private partnership with the City of Buffalo in 1995. Through a 
City-County-Conservancy agreement that became effective on July 1, 2004, it 
became the first not-for-profit organization in the nation to manage a park system. 
 
Preservation League of New York State 
www.preservenys.org 
 
The League is the statewide not-for-profit advocate for historic buildings, sites 
and landscapes. Headquartered in Albany, it works to improve public policy, 
educate the public and policy makers, provide financial assistance, and assist 
endangered properties. 
 
Other cultural organizations with interests intersecting the Study Area 
include: the County Office of Arts, Culture and Tourism, the Arts Council in 
Buffalo & Erie County, the Buffalo Niagara Convention and & Visitors Bureau. 
 

 
Schools 
 
One of Western New York’s most significant assets is our institututions of higher 
learning. We are blessed with fifteen 4-year and twenty 2-year institutions, graduating 
more than 20,000 students annually. In fact, while we are not commonly thought of as 
such, Buffalo is very much a “college town.”  
 
As such, we are home to some of the most impressive intellectual capital in the world – 
Nobel Prize winners, scientific innovators, leaders in biotechnology, bioinformatics, 
world renowned experts in law, architecture, education, social work, urban planning and 
much more. The following are located within the study area: 
 

Buffalo State College 
www.buffalostate.edu 

 
Buffalo State is the largest four-year college in the State University of New York 
system with more than 11,000 students and is located immediately adjacent to the 
Richardson Complex.   
 
D’Youville College 
www.dyc.edu 

 
D’Youville College is an independent, urban, coeducational institution offering 
undergraduate and graduate programs with nearly 3,000 students, and is  located 
in Buffalo’s west side.   
 
Canisius College 
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www.canisius.edu 
 
Private Jesuit university with nearly 5,000 students. Located along Main Street. 
 
Buffalo Public Schools: 
www.buffaloschools.org 
 
More than 38,000 students are spread across 70 locations within the city.  There 
are more than 30 within the study area itself. 

 
The closest to the Richardson Complex are: #56 Frederick Law Olmsted, #64 
Frederick Law Olmsted, #259 Zoo, #66 North Park, #204 Lafayette, #305 
McKinley. 
 
Private High Schools: 
 
Nardin Academy, Buffalo Seminary, Canisius High School, Nichols High School 
 

 
Hospitals/Health Facilities 
 
There are seven hospitals in Buffalo and approximately sixteen in Western New York. 
Those in or near the Study Area are: 
 

Buffalo Psychiatric Center (located on the Richardson Complex site) 
www.omh.state.ny.us/omhweb/facilities/bupc/facility.htm 
 
The Buffalo Psychiatric Center provides inpatient, outpatient, residential, 
vocational, and wellness services to adults with serious mental illnesses. Included 
are treatment, rehabilitation, support, crisis, self-help and empowerment services 
designed to help recipients recover and resume their lives in community settings. 
Multiple service sites throughout their four-county service area provide highly 
accessible services. 
 
Millard Fillmore Gates Circle Hospital, 3 Gates Circle  
Buffalo General Hospital, 100 High Street  
www.kaleidahealth.org  
 
Both Millard Fillmore Gates Circle and Buffalo General Hospital are part of 
Kaleida’s network of hospitals. Kaleida Health is the largest health care provider 
in Western New York.  
 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Elm and Carlton Streets 
www.roswellpark.org  
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Roswell Park Cancer Institute is dedicated to providing total care to the cancer 
patient; to conducting research into the causes, treatment and prevention of 
cancer; and to educating the public and the next generation of those who study 
and treat cancer.  
 
Buffalo-Niagara Medical Campus, 701 Ellicott Street  
www.bnmc.org 
 
The Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus (BNMC) is home to the region’s top 
clinical, research, and medical education institutions. In 2001, these institutions 
came together in partnership with the City of Buffalo, the County of Erie, the 
Allentown neighborhood and the Fruit Belt neighborhood, to form BNMC, Inc., 
to create a master plan for the development of a world-class medical campus in 
downtown Buffalo. The BNMC is a non-profit corporation dedicated to the 
cultivation of a world-class medical campus for clinical care, research, education 
and entrepreneurship. 
 
Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute, 700 Ellicott Street 
www.hwi.buffalo.edu 
 
The Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute (HWI) is an independent, 
not-for-profit, biomedical research facility located downtown Buffalo's medical 
campus. For half a century, HWI scientists have been committed to improving 
human health through study, at a molecular level, of the causes and potential 
cures of many diseases.  
 
BryLin Hospital, 1263 Delaware Ave. 
www.brylin.com 
 
BryLin is a private psychiatric and substance abuse hospital which provides 
inpatient and outpatient services. 

 
BlueCross BlueShield of WNY, 1901 Main St. (will be relocating to downtown) 

BlueCross BlueShield of Western New York is a premier and diversified health 
benefits and information company that provides products, services, and 
technologies to improve the availability, quality, and cost of health care. 

Woman and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo, 219 Bryant  St.             
www.wchob.org 

A nationally recognized academic unit for training pediatric specialists as an 
affiliated teaching hospital of the University at Buffalo. Also serves the health 
needs of women before, during and after giving birth.  
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Sisters of Charity Hospital                                                                  
www.chsbuffalo.org                                                                                                                                  

One of four hospitals within the Catholic Charities Health System. 

Episcopal Church Home & Affiliates 

Operate three nursing homes in the Study Area. 

Niagara Lutheran Health System, 64 Hager St. 
www.niagaralutheran.org 
 
The Niagara Lutheran Health System is a not-for-profit, Christian-based 
organization relying on reimbursements, private pay and community donations to 
provide care and services to our aging population.  

 
 
 
Financial Institutions  
 
There are seven financial institutions serving the city of Buffalo, the top four are: 
 
    Name   No. of Employees                                         Services 
 

HSBC Bank USA N.A. 
One HSBC Center 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
www.us.hsbc.com 

5,867 Financial Services 

M&T Bank 
One M&T Plaza 

Buffalo, NY 14203 
www.mandtbank.com 

4,422 Commercial Bank 

Bank of America  
10 Fountain Plaza 

Buffalo, NY 14202 
www.bankofamerica.com 

1,500 Full-service financial institution 

KeyBank 
50 Fountain Plaza 

Buffalo, NY 14202 
www.key.com

1,000 Full-service financial solutions provider 

 

 
 
 
Major Corporations  
 
The top corporations within the Study Area are:  
 
Name    Number of Employees   Services 
 

Kaleida Health 
100 High St. 

Buffalo, NY 14203 
www.kaleidahealth.org 

9,500 Health-care provider 
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Catholic Health System 
515 Abbott Rd., Suite 508 

Buffalo, NY 14220 
www.chsbuffalo.org 

4,832 Catholic sponsored integrated health-care delivery system 

General Motors Powertrain – 
Tonawanda Engine 

2995 River Rd. 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

www.gm.com 

2,710 Manufacture car, truck, & marine engines 

Verizon – New York 
65 Franklin St. 

Buffalo, NY 14202 
www.verizon.com 

1,900 Communication services & high-speed Internet access 

Tops Market 
PO Box 1027 

Buffalo, NY 14240 
www.topsmarket.com 

1,810 Supermarkets & convenience stores 

Ford Motor Co. 
S-3663 Lake Shore Rd. 

Buffalo, NY 14219 
www.ford.com 

1,440 Automotive stamping plant 

Time Warner Cable 
355 Chicago St. 

Buffalo, NY 14204 
www.adelphia.com 

1,400 Communications provider 

Buffalo Gear & Axle 
PO Box 972 

Buffalo, NY 14240 
www.aam.com 

1,390 Manufacturer of axles & steering linkage 

BlueCross BlueShield of 
WNY 

1901 Main St. 
Buffalo, NY 14208 
www.bcbswny.com 

1,210 Premier health insurer & WNY’s largest health plan 

National Grid 
144 Kensington Ave. 
Buffalo, NY 14214 

www.nationalgridus.com 

1,100 Electric Utility 

United Parcel Service 
1907 James E. Casey Dr. 

Buffalo, NY 14206 
www.ups.com 

1,031 Delivery company & provider of transportation & logistics services 

Delaware North Companies 
40 Fountain Plaza 

Buffalo, NY 14202 
www.delawarenorth.com 

1,000 Global leader in hospitality & food service 

Rich Products Corp. 
One Robert Rich Way 

Buffalo, NY 14213 
www.richs.com 

1,000 Frozen food manufacturer 

Capital Management Services 
726 Exchange St., Suite 700 

Buffalo, NY 14210 
www.cms-collect.com 

910 Consumer debt collections 

The Alcott Group 
934 Cleveland Dr. 
Buffalo, NY 14225 

www.alcottgroup.com 

882 
Professional employer organization providing HR outsourcing services 

to small- to medium-sized businesses looking for improved 
compliance, employee benefits, and reduced administrative time. 

FedEx Trade Networks 
128 Dearborn St. 

Buffalo, NY 14207 
www.ftn.fedex.com 

866 Customs brokerage, global cargo distribution, trade facilitation 

The Buffalo News 
One News Plaza 

Buffalo, NY 14240 
www.buffalonews.com

791 Newspaper publishing 
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Foundations  
 
A few of the major foundations operating in Western New York are: 
 
John R. Oishei Foundation 
www.oisheifdt.org 
 

Assets: $287,522,534 
Total Giving: $14,112,382 

 
Margaret L Wendt Foundation 

Assets: $118,571,051 
Total Giving: $5,871,065 

 
Community Health Foundation of Western & Central New York, Inc. 
www.chfwcny.org 

Assets: $102,502,032 
Total Giving: $1,840,319 

 
Roswell Park Alliance Foundation 

Assets: $33,725,336 
Total Giving: $14,263,954 

 

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
Assets: $99,616,852 
Total Giving: $9,622,816 

 
Peter and Elizabeth C. Tower Foundation 

Assets: NA 
Total Giving: NA 

 
Cameron Baird Foundation 

Assets: $61,194,864 
Total Giving: $3,156,219 

 
James H. Cummings Foundation 

Assets: $36,975,360 
Total Giving: $1,745,505 

 
M&T Charitable Foundation 

Assets: $16,796,615 
Total Giving: $12,358,582 
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ULI Team Interviews with Local Resources, Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES 
• Developers 

  Ciminelli Development 
  Uniland Development Company 
  Benderson Development  
  Savarino Development Corporation 

• Developers  
  Carl Paladino of Ellicott Development,  
  Bernie and Ben Obletz of First Amherst 
  Rocco Termini of Signature Development Buffalo 
  Mike Joseph of Clover Management 
  Dennis Penman of MJ Peterson 

• Richardson Architectural Board/Stan Lipsey 
• Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy 
• Elmwood Village groups  
  Elmwood Village Association and representation for local block clubs 
• Black Rock Riverside groups  

  Grant Amherst Business Association 
  Riverside Business Association 

  Black Rock Riverside Good Neighbors Planning Alliance and representation for  
  local block clubs) 
• West Side groups  

  West Side Community Collaborative 
  Grant Ferry Association and representation for local block clubs 

• Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus – Matt Enstice/Tom Beecher 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 

• Economic Development 
  Erie County IDA 
  Buffalo Niagara Enterprise 
  Buffalo Niagara Partnership 
  Empire State Development Corporation 

• Historic Tax Credit/ Tax Financing  
  Community Preservation Corporation 
  Federal Reserve Bank of NY – Buffalo Branch 
  LISC 
  Steve Weiss of Cannon Heyman and Wiess, LLP 
  Murray Gould 

• City of Buffalo  - Common Council 
  Councilman Joe Golombek  
  Councilman Dave Franczyk 

• City of Buffalo  
  Mayor, Byron Brown 
  Commissioner Rich Tobe, Department of Economic Development, Permit and  
   Inspection Services 
  Executive Director Tim Wanamaker, Office of Strategic Planning 
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IMPLEMENTATION (continued) 
• County Executive,  Joel Giambra 
  and Deputy County Executive Bruce Fisher 
• Erie County Legislature, Legislator Maria Whyte 
• Federal Elected Officials  

  Congressman Higgins 
  Senator Schumer 
  Senator Clinton 

• Assemblymember Sam Hoyt and State Senator Antoine Thompson 
 
MARKET POTENTIAL 

• Convention and Visitors Bureau and cultural organizations 
  Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society 
  Albright Knox Art Gallery 
  Burchfield Penney Art Center 
  Celeste Lawson of Arts Council in Buffalo and Erie County 
  Buffalo Place 

• Residential Realtors –Buffalo Niagara Association of Realtors 
  Carole Holcberg of Holcberg, Ltd 
  Peter Hunt of Hunt Real Estate 
  Sam Gurney of Gurney, Becker and Bourne 

• Commercial Realtors 
  Jim Militello or Carey Anderson of Militello Realty 
  David Schiller of Pyramid Brokerage Company 
  Clarke Thrasher of Hunt Real Estate 

• Buffalo State College 
• Buffalo Psychiatric Center – (and Client Advocacy Group representative) 
• National Alliance on Mental Illness 
• Higher Education 

  Western New York Higher Education Consortium 
• Canadian Consulate 

 
PLANNING AND DESIGN 

• City of Buffalo Planning Board and Preservation Board 
• State Historic Preservation Office, National Trust and National Park Service 
• Historic redevelopment practitioners 

  Bonnie Foit- Albert, of Foit-Albert Associates 
  Ted Lownie of Hamilton Houston Lownie Architects 
  Clint Brown of Clinton Brown Company 
  Cannon Design 
  Kevin Murrett of Architectural Resources 
  Flynn Battaglia Architects 
  Katherine O’Donnnell of Botanicus 

• Tim Tielman of Campaign For Greater Buffalo 
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PLANNING AND DESIGN (continued) 
• Preservation Coalition of Erie County and  Landmark Society,  
  and Frank Kowsky (Buffalo State College professor) 
• University at Buffalo School of Architecture and Planning and UB interests 

  Dean Brian Carter 
  Bob Shibley, Urban Design Project 
  Kate Foster, Regional Institute 

• Buffalo Public Schools 
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         Web Sites 
 
 
 
Municipalities 
City of Buffalo - http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/city/index.html 
City of Buffalo, Office of Strategic Planning - 
http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/Home/Leadership/City_Departments/Office_of_Strategic_Planning 
City of Niagara Falls - http://www.ci.niagara-falls.ny.us/ 
Erie County - http://www.erie.gov/ 
Niagara County - http://www.niagara-usa.com/development/intro.htm 
 
Business Links 
Empire State Development Corporation - http://www.empire.state.ny.us/ 
Erie County Industrial Development Agency - http://ecidany.com/ 
Niagara County Industrial Development Agency - http://www.ncida.org/ 
Buffalo Economic Renaissance Corporation - http://www.buffalodevelopment.com/ 
Buffalo Niagara Partnership - http://www.thepartnership.org/ 
Western New York Regional Information Network - http://www.rin.buffalo.edu/ 
 
Tourism Links 
National Trust for Historic Preservation - http://www.nthp.org/ 
The Urban Design Project - http://www.ap.buffalo.edu/~rshibley/udp/ 
Waterfront Regeneration Trust Corporation - http://www.waterfronttrust.com/ 
NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation - http://nysparks.state.ny.us/ 
 
Transportation Related Sites 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics - http://www.bts.gov/ 
Greater Buffalo-Niagara Regional Transportation Council (GBNRTC) - http://www.gbnrtc.org/ 
New York State Dept of Transportation - http://www.dot.state.ny.us/progs/iap.html 
 
Parks and Historic Preservation 
Preservation Coalition of Erie County - http://www.preservationcoalition.org/ 
Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy - http://buffaloolmstedparks.org/ 
NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation - http://nysparks.state.ny.us/ 
City of Buffalo, Preservation Board - http://www.city-
buffalo.com/Home/Leadership/City_Departments/Office_of_Strategic_Planning/Preservation_Board 
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