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EDITORIALS .

Plans for the Rlehardson

Arch1tectural masterwork S future
takmg shape as a cultural portal

Renowned modem arclntect TOShlkO Mori, designer of
the beautiful Greatbatch visitors pavilion at the restored

Darwin Martin House Complex, said recently that Buffalo 1t? ) .
selfis an architectural museum that includes key works by -~

many significant architects. She’s not alone in that view: In a
lecture in the Albrlght Knox Art Gallery avditorium a few

-years ago, noted architect Daniel Libeskind summed up per-
fectly Buffalo’s treasures: “This i isa c1tythat is truly a mecca, o

and it’s an inknown mecca .

Libeskind was happy then to hear of future pla.ns to reha-
bilitate the Richardson-Olmsted Complex as a keywaytoget .

to k'now the a.rchltecture of Rlcha.rdson, Buffalo a.nd Amen-
. Ca. .
Two years later hard work by the chhardson Center

Corp. and the Richardson Center Arclntecture Center board

are coming to frisition, 7
Plans developed by architectural and urban design firm

Chan Krieger S1en1ewmz, recently unveiled for the Richard-

son-Olmsted Complex, envision the former psychlatrlc cen- _
ter as the gateway to Buffalo’s treasures. :

The architecture and visitor centers pla.nned for the s1te .
‘notonly will offer s1gmﬁcant economic benefits to the area,’ ;

but also showcase the. Rlchardson-Ohnsted Complexand .
highlight Frank Lloyd Wright’s Darwin Martin Housein -
. Buffalo and Graychﬂm Derby as well as the full treasure -

first of America’s top three architects, is a dramatic setting

brilliant landscape designed by master landscape archltect
Frederick Law Olmsted, whose natlonally s1gn]ﬁca.nt park
plan is anotherlocal treasure '

Playing on its cultural resources in recent years Buffalo S
has become known among architects and heritage tourists - .-
as the place to see such American masterworks, one reason b
the National Trust for Historic Preservanon chose the c1ty S

for its 2011 annual coriference. « . . \
. The Rlcha.rdson-Olmsted Complex, w1th anew VISItor’s
center, will be worthy both in placement and architectural

stature of its role asva.nbnnportant gateway toour region for -

'addmon)

cultural tounsts Through public and pnvate parmerslnps
the complex also will house abouthue hotel and conference
center. Flexlblhty of useis pa.rt of the strategy for the rehabil-
1tatnon ’

The volunteer board of local and national members —
headed by News publisher Stanford Lipsey — is reversing

. years of state neglect of a complex Albany allowed to fall into
- disrepair. To its credit, state government starting with for-
.. mer Gov. George Pataki and the State Legislature in his term
* have invested in the stabilization and turnaround efforts.
“Much of the facrhty had been crumbling from water-soaked -
- interior walls, pamt was peeling and fine details that added
: to the complex’s unique design were bemg lost.

The stakes are cons1derab1e }I' ourism in the Greater Ni-
agararegion, Erie

.. and Niagara coun-

I/IDEOLIN‘K - ties, ismorethan a
For; arare look m51de alocal $2 bllhonbusutlless
. B : si gn_]ﬁ A
: cultural treasure, v1s1t o ﬂf;e than 4%%0%

thisarea because of
' ; v thattourism. :
The three Jewels in Buffalo S architectural crown — the .

’http //wdeo buffalonews com people have jobs in

e chhardson complex, Louis Sullivan’s Guaranty Building
i now fostered and maintained by the law firm Hodgson Russ
“‘and the Darwm Martin House Complex, the largest and cost-
S lest restoratnon of ¢ any Frank Lloyd Wright building in the
+ world =~ are buildings that have drawn visitors from around
trove of our region’s gréat American architecture. Regional
art attractions, including the nearbyAlbnght—KnoxArt Gal-
lery and Burchfield PenneyArt Center, also will be featured. .
" The former Buffalo State Hospital, a masterwork bythe ;.-

the world, Burmshed, those jewels will i mcrease Buffalo’s
tourism luster and reahze thelr full potentnal as cultural at~
tractions. " ™ _
" Anditwill drawv131tors to otheri unportant works by

. such key arclntects as Fliel and-Eero Saarinen (Klelnhans

for that portal, H.H. Richardson’ s work was augmentedbya Music Hall), Daniél H, Burnham (Ellicott Squa.re), Lotise

. ‘Bethune (Iafayetbe Hotel), Sanford White: (the Batler Man-

sion) E.B. Green' and partners (Albright-Knox Art, Gallery
a.nd numerous homes), Gordon Bunschafc (Albright-Knox
others, a collection that soon will be augnent—
etion of an awa.rd-wmmng federal courthouse

on: of Rlchardson s iconic twm towered hos-

o 'p1tal complex and the surroundmg Olmsted landscape will
s be a maJor stepin cementlng that architectural reputation

ough responsible local a.nd state sbewardslnp




